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THE HOUSE SOVIET GERMANY
A quiet villa on Lima Street, West Berlin, haunts the rulers of the "other

Germany." They know that there an organization with agents in every corner of

their domain is recording their cold-war crimes and planning their punishment

In Fred M. Hechinger

14 " is
• Yommumst rutets
▪ of East Germand could
put a dune on one build-
ing in West Berlin, the,
sould probably pick a
p lea sa nt -1 oo k in g resi

-dential "villa" at Num-
ber 29 I ima Street

the house On Lana-
vi rasse conceals no secret
weapon It hides no

heath:darter. itf a high command that plans
Ti,.t 	 os,	 rncs iii the Fast tierman govern-
ment And ,to in rows of well-guarded
ales at 20 f insa Street are aeapons which
the present oiler. of Tau Germany dread
betaticd listings or their names and their
eeforis the dates and the details of their
zones Juane their fellow citizens, the
:herpes on isch the, are to be tried before
tTic people the> now oppress

This house is the official center of an
engam/41ton known as the Unreresehongc-
euttehust treihtorftcher Juristen - the
Insesugating Committee of Free Jurists It
is the receiving center of messages - some
Farm, fOnle Cnictb legal — from even
corner of itic 'other Germany" behind the
Iron Curtain fits also the spot from which
thlanands of messages of hope or threats
to wungdoers are sent to the East Zone

Members of the committee --and there
:ire thousands of them in Fast Germans
Land no card pay no fee, receive no sal-
,toes The, .ire not referred to hY their
names, an: all instructions and acknow/-
edgements to them ennui in code

Aztossneteas Callers

WHEN I entered the house on Lima Street.
onld du armed guard at the wall gave any
hint that this was not just another prosper-
ous borne in Berlin's comfortable &hen-
dorf-West. But at the reception desk was
an ominous sign- "Do not submit your
name" and "Hand your identification
papers oser sealed." In the waiting room
there is little consersation. The loudspeaker
from tune to IMIC calls out a number. A
IlltOr rises and is led upstairs.
The East ( merman visitor regains his

identity on ' a-hen he is closeted in private
session with one of the top officials of the
committee. Then he Identifies himself and
tells his story. What does he tele?

I hstened to the report of .a carpenter
from the Last Zone who after release as a
Soviet prisoner of war and after weeks of
unemployment. had Evierigliehia7jOivitb77

the Volkspolt fee the Red Peo ple 's Paw.
.At tint he had merel y been used as a driver
in the motorized units. Eventually he was
singled out to drive important dignitanes.

Suddenly he was transferred to the trim-
tn.]] police division and, against a con-
siderable bonus, was asked to act as an
infomier. When he saw where his secret
actIVales were leading him, he came across
the line and told his story to the committee.
For a while the committee asked him to
continue his work, but to report hack
secretl y . When things began to get too hot
Tie wa, iiffiased in get out for good.

The day I talked to him he had left the
nightmare behind. Hts story --- together
with thousands of COMOborating stones -
Permit the committee to fit together he
paces of the pattern and use the emerging
knowledge as a most effective weapon.

We climbed to the carefully guarded
rooms where the records are kept. There
are two separate tiles. The first --- known
as the "Incriminating Records" — now
contains 39,000 names. Each of the men
and women so listed is carefully identified.
In line after line his crimes, his betray-al of
a neighbor, his unjust actions as a Judge or
an informer in court, his ruthless conffica-
non of a peasant's property- or a merchant's

shop are set down. Again and axon there
is. the dread word: Spitzel— "informer."
"We now estimate the total number of
Apiece! at between 80,030 and 100,000 in
Fast Germany," said my guide "We std1
have plenty of work to du"

In addition to the name files, the com-
mittee there keeps a detailed "map of
political pnsoners" in the East Zone. It has
25,600 prisoners charted, plus 6.000 who
have "disappeared" — probably to Russia.

Life-Saving Lists

'Mara part of the purpose of the "Incrim-
inating Records" is to prepare to deal with
offenders "after liberation"--- a kind of
cold-war-crimes tribunal in the making —
there is an on mediate and life-saving goal:
Month after month the committee prints
carefully doeumented"warning inn" These
name persons to be on guard against.

"Koch, Martha," a recent Warninee iden-
tified as a "People's Judge." It gave her
home address and accused her of tampering
with justice. A police officer was charged
with brutally beating a defenseless prisoner.
A postmaster was accused of spying on the
content of letters.

A second file serves as a future source
of character references for decent, useful

citizens. Any future non-Communist ad-
ministration will be able to draw from the
names -- at present more than WOE
for candidates for important positions.

There are more and more indications
that the work of the committee is effective
enough to frighten even Communists 311

high position. Recently, early in the morn-
ing, a committee "member" got word to
an important Judge that "fie know that
you go to church every day only 10 ',lane
up in court an 'hour later to pronounce
most inhumane sentences. This is 110 way
to serve either God or your COUntry, and
we won't forget it."

Word came that on the morning Ow
handwritten message reached fie judge al
his home, he was so shaken that he appcsint
in the coon room without his false teeth.
More important, he has been known Mitt
to have toned down his "political sen-
tences" etnaiderahly.

Every time an East German writer, farm-
er, actor or scientist a decorated with the
Nationalpress, an award roughly equivalent
to Russia's Stalin Prize, carrying with It a
check for a thousand marks, a canasta
handwritten letter Ls dispatched to the
winner from the house on / aria Street lie
letter starts with' a pleasant, congratulator y
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II LIMASTRASSE: An air of intrigue hangs over the nerve center of the Investigating Committee of Free Jurists

•
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totalitananism. The West German govern-
ment welcomes information collected by
the committee. The East German ruko
confirm the committee's power and effec-
tivens with a stream of invective and
unfounded accusations that the 'organiza-
tion is in the Pay of Western intelligence.

Even though- the Communists Tried in
1952 to disrupt the committee by brutally
heating and kidnaping one of its directors
in West Berlin, the work continued., "We
are paying a heavy price.",said one.official."1",,
"Wiz than eighty-five of our members:in
East Germany have been arrested and sen•
'lenced. taut it is worth the_sacritism--- — .

'We have had 220,000 visitors who have
either helped or needed help. In addition,
we've sent as many as 1,600,000individually
addressed 'letters to East ' Germany in a
single year. - r

Eachodsitor is a holt-in4 Chain. Item
after rtern helps to piece together informa-
tion-which helps to save lives and alleviate
suffer ng. But most of all, the visitors are
simple, hardworking people who need help.

sum and spying by- pupils and colleagues
The parents whose seen-age son had been

sent to a pohtical reform camp because he
had made an anti-Gimmumst remark.

The committee tries-to helyalrof them-
some with advwc, othen .vath strong follow-
up pressure applied at a vulnerable spot at
an East German headtmarters or with the
help of a sympatheticOfficial. It is tedious
heart-rending work; but the reward of 4

The peasant wbo escapcdwpd,whom the tiny,erackliwthe Communrst armor seems
weret nogto lurebackwith promises wortin'.the-Strain: -51Yetsanonycnotis ..mew of

201 land, money. andforgWencks -	 thecommitteeconsider.tbnirkerstest reward
- The teacher who, c/ose- to tears. said she -thin evidence-what whenkeds hate and fear
couldidt-stand-thednonunuouspolstscaLpies.,--A-sheytitenaweeyhtetwAsitssown,..—. The4,,or

FEARS

110IC Then it nwritions that the ordinary
people get ugh prices and little loud and
that there are tens of thousands of political
prisoners Perrialc Y ou might want togum up part of your 1,000 marks to help
us awist those prisoners and others low,
fortunate than sou," the letter concludes

''It's riot so much the mone y we want to
get, cud my guide 'But we want to make
sure that tee> Know what they must account
for when the da y of reckoning comes We
have ample proof that the letters work: so
far between Puny and fort y brought the
requested cotttrr buttons

A Change in Policy

e), wit , isns the tornmaree, through Its net-
cork o r thousands of solunteers in the

.1ST 7 011C actuall y changes ( ommunet
pm, Nol long ago the Committee's col-
iabOT ate, brought bask a ffi tic document

secret soder about to he issued to em-
plowts and onto]. to Fast German hanks,
post ollwes and insurarhe bureaus, to turn

regular reports on hubb y opinion tis
engaging tl OTOS .111L1 customers in sonverba,
non and getting thern to let off steam The
r anics court] go to the secret f)oltse

5-hen the committee had all the details
s f this new plan tif rnass spsing. It flooded
I as, (simian, c ith the inforr»ation sent
rof the wsret order and asked
tie West German radio To put out frequent
-vat bulletins Fire result was that
sdente destordsd on arilast German banks
and other pure, offices Frustrated I astern
*h. sin incled the -shone

Here are soric or her esamples ofthe
crrrtttttrttee'scsstrk

asands of sk !thu g s dressed-up pram.,
DOD) - oven loosing like tnnocent tour-
'0 folder, He you "across" to tell of
the true cats of affairs in bore' Germany

How To Dodge Quota.

SP/ ( 1,1 ia`11%, organs" for workers in
large Gist German tndustrial concerns are
regularl y printed under mastheads that in-
ch-dr the trade name and symbol of the
torn	 resent ore - "Diet /- waken"
cent to the Agra irlin and chemical works
in NV olfen !a addition to technical arttcres
it tont-lined details db011t one Emil Holz-
apfel alias !Geo who, as a new "worker"
at the factor, was handing over political
reports on his colleagues to the secret point,

series et readable "how to" pamphlets
contained instructions on how to visit the
Leipzig hair without either being taken for
a sucker or getting into political trouble,
how to listen to the radio and be assured
of clear reception - especiall y of programs
from the West, how teachers can remain
on their posts wtthout actually teaching
gosernment-dictated propaganda; how to

get away with paying a minimum of taxes.
and this one is for farmers — bow to
deal with aro, drsaster S ranging-from-hoof-
and-mouth disease to deloen tor non-
delbery r of "quotas

I ounded in October, 1949. by a lawyer,
Dr. Theo Friedenau. and one volunteer
co/labarator In a chnip., two-room apart-
ment in Berlin the committee has become
a KC) weapon in the light against Soviet



A TOUGH PRISON
MADE ME GO STRAIGHT

For years there has been at hot argument
over whether our prisons should be softer
or tougher. Here's a surprising story from
an ex-convict who tells what changed him
from a habitual criminal to a solid citizen

Anonymous, as told to A. E. Hotchner
Photograph In Willion, an/linos

AM 22 years old, and this is the first period of my life since I
was nine that I have not committed a crime or been in prison.

It's been more than a year now that l'vZ lived straight, and I
have a good job and a pretty fiancee to show for it

But I'm the guy who's been hearing all his life that he'd wind
up in the chair because he was through and through nu good.
And God knows I was. l'se held up more people and robbed
more stores than I could ever count I often had a gun in my
pOcket or a bayonet tucked mode my jacket.
. No good" is putting it mildly. But now I'm straight. and I'm
straight from here on out. And you know what did it for me
Prion. A strict, old-fashioned prison was what I needed to
prove to myself that no amount of dough I could rob or steal
made up for spending a couple of years behind prison walls in
a prison cell.

This is what I want to get across: despite all this talk about
criminals being sick and strict prisons are out-of-date and con-
ditions should be nice and pleasant - don't lose sight of the fact
that some men will stop committing crimes tithe penalty is bad
enough. At least that's how it worked with nit

The first time I got sent up. it was to one of those fancy
progressive places where there are no walls and you live in
cottages. If this is all that happens to you, I figured, crime
isn't so bad. In fact, two hours after I got let out, / was heist-
ing bag sugar off a railroad train. But the day I got clanked

Continued on page .54
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